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United Way of Saskatoon & Area’s mission is to 
improve lives and build community by engaging 
individuals and mobilizing collective action.
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Poverty to Possibility | 14%

Building a Strong 
Community | 29%

Helping Kids Be 
All That They 
Can Be | 16%

Plan to End 
Homelessness & 
Journey Home| 12%

211 Saskatchewan | 3%

 Capacity Building and 
Outcome Measurement| 7%  

Designated 
Donations | 16%  

o

 HELPING
THE COMMUNITY

Partnerships and
Initiatives | 3% 

As a local business and employer you are essential 
to our community.  

Our community’s issues are complex and 
growing. The work of United Way is constantly 
evolving and requires a strong network of 
knowledge, resources and partnerships. One of 
the most fulfilling decisions you can make is to 
partner with United Way of Saskatoon and Area so 
together, we can work toward creating  
opportunities for a better life for everyone in our 
community. 

2015 was a year of possibility for United Way. We 
launched our Major Gifts program, which will help 
diversify our investments while continuing to 
address the complex needs of our community. 

We implemented a new Community Investment 
strategy, to address the changes happening in 

our city and to continues to move our mission 
forward. 

With the support of our partners and donors we 
were able to invest close to $6 million into our 
community in order to achieve outcomes in our 
three focus areas:

• Moving people from poverty to possibility;

• Building a strong community; 

• Helping kids be all that they can be.

We thank all of our donors, volunteers and 
community partners for making this investment 
possible. Your generosity has changed and 
improved lives and we hope you continue your 
support. 

For more information on our work and 
investments, visit unitedwaysaskatoon.ca.
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In order to effectively move people from poverty to possibility United Way will invest 
knowledge and resources to achieve outcomes for individuals and families in the 
areas of:

• Housing stability

• Food security

• Employment and financial security 

United Way’s Action Plan

Why is this focus 
area important?
Every individual and family deserves to 
have their basic needs met.

United Way is investing in programs 
and services that address root causes 
of poverty, and build the capacity and 
assets required to move individuals 
and families from poverty into 
sustainable, healthy lives.

We believe no one should be 
homeless or live in poverty in our 
community.

Moving people from poverty to possibility.



Other

 HELPING
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• 115 youth engaged in cooking and gardening programs, allowing them access to
 affordable healthy food and gain the knowledge needed to work towards a                    
             sustainable food system.

• 256,574 nutritious meals were provide to individuals and families living in poverty.

• 71 workshops taught financial stability, including consumerism, budgeting and 
             credit. 78% of the participants reported a positive change in the way they spend and
 save their money. 

Investment Results

Journey Home
In April 2014 United Way 
contracted Saskatoon 
Crisis Intervention Service 
to deliver a Housing First 
program in Saskatoon. 

The program focuses on 
providing housing to Saskatoon’s 
most vulnerable citizens and 
those that have been chronically 
homeless. In 2015 the program 
was named Journey Home. 

As of March 2016, there 
have been 39 individuals 
housed. The average length of 
homelessness for these men 

and women ranged from 3-5 
years and as long as 17 years. 

Through evaluation of the 
program there proves to 
be a significant decrease in 
participant usage in public 
services such as, the emergency 
department and hospital, 
detox centers and city police.  

Journey Home gives people 
experiencing homelessness 
immediate access to permanent 
housing with supportive services. 

This program involves 
three kinds of supports:

1. Housing supports – to help 
people obtain and maintain 
their housing, in a way that 
takes into account individual 
preferences and needs.

2. Client supports –  provided by 
trained social workers to ensure 
people who have been housed 
receive help to improve their 
physical and mental health. 

3. Complementary supports – 
intended to help individual and 
families improve their quality 
of life by connecting them to 
resources in the community. 
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In order to effectively build strong communities United Way 
will invest knowledge and resources to achieve outcomes for 
individuals and families in the areas of:

• Neighbourhood and community engagement

• Community support

• Personal well-being and safety

United Way’s Action Plan

Why is this focus 
area important?
Our community is strongest when 
individuals and families are connected 
to supports, and are engaged at a 
community level.

Inclusion and engagement helps offset 
social isolation and strengthen the 
ability to integrate successfully into 
the community and workforce. When 
individuals and families can access 
the supports and services that build 
skills and confidence, they are better 
equipped to overcome life challenges. 

Investment Results

Building a strong community.

• 688 individuals sought access to legal representation and 100% of them received
 the support they needed.

• 1,239 counseling sessions were delivered to survivors of sexual abuse and assaults
 helping them recover and move on with their lives.

• 255 children and youth participated in a cultural engagement program, providing
 them a sense of belonging and community. 
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211 Saskatchewan
To increase connectivity and access to supports 
and services, United Ways of Saskatoon and Regina 
have collaborated to offer 211 Saskatchewan.

211 Saskatchewan is a web service that quickly and 
easily links individuals and families to the supports 
they need. Popular searches on the site include, 
mental health, child care and shelters. It offers 
information on more than 2,100 organizations 
and over 5,000 programs and services across 
Saskatchewan. Additionally, 211 Saskatchewan is 
helping us identify gaps in services in our province. 

For more information visit, SK.211.ca
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United Way’s 
Action Plan

Why is this focus 
area important?
Children and youth are the future of 
our communities.

Children need a good start in life 
to become healthy adults. They 
need access to early literacy and 
developmental programs; positive 
school experiences during the middle 
years and the support to graduate 
from high school. They benefit from 
recreational activities, mentorship and 
opportunities to discover and develop 
their talents and interests.

Helping kids be all that they can be.

In order to effectively help kids be all 
that they can be United Way will invest 
knowledge and resources to achieve 
outcomes for individuals and families in the 
areas of:

• Emotional and physical well-being

• Community involvement

• Engagement in learning

• 688 children and youth were matched with mentors and 82% felt 100% supported. 

• 143 children and their mothers were given shelter after fleeing from domestic violence
 situations and 100% of the children said this place made them feel happier. 

• 250 youth were taught how to make healthier food choices.    

Investment Results
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Summer Success
During the summer of 2016 
United Way of Saskatoon and 
Area, along with Greater 
Saskatoon Catholic Schools and 
other community partners, will 
launch the Summer Success 
reading program.  Teachers and 
volunteers will come together to 
provide a literacy program that 
offers reading, fun activites, 
nutritious food, parent 

engagement and books to take 
home. 

The goal of this program is to 
support 60 elementary school 
students who are currently behind  
in reading move closer toward 
their grade level reading ability. 
Assessments will be done before 
and after the program to measure 
this progress.   

Research has shown that 
children who are not reading at 
their required grade levels will 
have further learning loss or a 
negative ‘slide’ over the summer 
months if they are not engaged 
in reading, oral language or given 
access to books. If the ‘slide’ 
is not addressed early on, high 
school graduation becomes more  
challenging.



THANK YOU 

TO OUR TOP SUPPORTERS
 1. Cameco Corporation & USW Local 8914
 2. Agrium & USW Local 7552
 3. PotashCorp & USW Locals 7458/7689/189
 4. Federated Co-operatives Limited & UFCW 

Local 649
 5.  BHP Billiton Canada Inc.
 6. Saskatoon Health Region & SEIU-West, 

SUN, HSAS
 7. Rawlco Radio
 8. University of Saskatchewan & CUPE 

Locals 3287, 1975 / USFA / STM Faculty 
Association

 9. BMO Bank of Montreal
 10. RBC Financial Group
 11. Cargill Ltd.
 12. MacPherson Leslie & Tyerman LLP
 13. PCL Construction Management Inc.
 14. Saskatchewan Blue Cross
 15. Affinity Credit Union Limited & UFCW  

Local 1400

 16. Deloitte
 17. Mosaic Potash Colonsay & USW Local 7656
 18. Canada Revenue Agency & PSAC/UTE Local 

40023, PIPSC
 19. SaskPower Corporation & IBEW Local 2067 

& UNIFOR Local 649
 20. Costco Wholesale
 21. Saskatoon Police Service & CUPE Local  

59/SPA/Saskatoon Police Executive  
Officers’ Association

 22. MNP LLP
 23. TD Financial Group
 24. Concentra Financial
 25. SaskTel & UNIFOR Local 2-S
 26. Canpotex
 27. AMEC Foster Wheeler Americas Limited
 28. Canadian National Railways
 29. DMC Mining Services
 30. Saskatoon Fire Department & IAFF Local 80
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Our Corporate 
Supporters
Corporate Giving and Employee Workplace Giving 
create significant, positive change in our community. 

Together, 510 organizations, their employees and 
unions contributed $5.9 million to United Way of 
Saskatoon and Area’s Community Campaign total of  
$6.3 million.  

This year, your generosity will continue to have an 
impact by growing and enhancing our community, 
creating opportunities for a better life for everyone.

Our top 30 accounts contributed a total of $1,140,830 to the 2015 Community Campaign total of $6.3 million.
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