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Media Release 
 
For immediate release – June 9, 2014 
 
United Way of Saskatoon and Area held their 55th Annual General Meeting today at TCU Place. 
The agenda included election of new board members, voting on resolutions to the United Way 
constitution, and a report on investments and impact in the community from the past year.  
 
United Way of Saskatoon and Area reported that community investments from 2013 totalled 
almost $5.2 million. The investments are focused in three specific areas: moving people from 
poverty to possibility; building a strong community; and helping kids be all that they can be. 
Investment decisions are made collectively by trained United Way volunteers, board members 
and staff. 
 
Chief Executive Officer, Sheri Benson, reported on the challenges and successes United Way 
of Saskatoon and Area saw in 2013, “The past year at United Way of Saskatoon and Area has 
been one of constant motion. Be it up, down, side-to-side, we have always been moving. We 
are steadfast in our vision of creating a vibrant and caring community for everyone and will 
continue on this path until the goal is achieved.” 
 
United Way’s 2013 Community Campaign raised $6.3 million. While this was just shy of the 
ambitious goal of $6.5 million, the organization found much to celebrate. 
  

• The Leadership Giving Program (donors giving $1,000+) recruited 145 new donors, to 
reach 1212 Leadership donors, and a total of more than $2.1 million; 

• United Way volunteers are top notch - citizens of our city and province continue to be the 
most generous in the nation with their time; 

• United Way donors are also some of the most generous in the country; and 
• Raising $6.3 million from a starting point of $0, in 12 months is certainly worth 

celebrating.  
 
As Saskatoon grows, so does the need and so does the number of asks to each organization, 
individual and family. United Way’s donor base decreased from 10,617 donors in 2012, to 9,165 
in 2013. This trend is not exclusive to Saskatoon and area. The entire charitable sector is 
experiencing this shift. In fact, Saskatoon and Area is one of the last United Way’s to be 
affected. 
 
Whatever the landscape, United Way has a goal of investing as much as possible into our 
community. They are dedicated to maximizing the investment of all resources (time, skills, and 
dollars) to make the community stronger.
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Details of United Way’s 2013 investments are as follows: 
 

• $3.94 million was invested directly into human service agencies and registered 
charitable organizations  

o $2.93 million was allocated to agencies through long-term funding agreements. 
This investment ensures programs and services are available to improve lives in 
our community and the surrounding area. 

o $216,000 in short-term grants for programs aligned with United Way’s three 
focus areas, and to address vital or emerging needs in our community.  

o $36,000 was allocated to organizations assisting residents of Prince Albert and 
many northern communities where our families and friends live and work, 
through a partnership with the Prince Albert Community Foundation.  

o $100,000 in capacity building grants – new in 2013. Eight local agencies received 
grants to assist them in their journey to organizational effectiveness through 
capacity building initiatives. 

o United Way assisted donors by directing $660,000 to Canadian registered 
charitable organizations. 
 

• United Way’s work to affect change goes beyond the financial investments into 
community service agencies. $1.25 million was allocated to other community services 
and initiatives that included: 

o The launch and operation of the 211 Saskatchewan website (www.sk.211.ca). 
o Leadership and implementation of the Plan to End Homelessness. 
o Community and capacity building initiatives such as outcomes measurement for 

local agencies. 
 
United Way of Saskatoon and Area is a unique organization dedicated to important community 
issues such as poverty, homelessness, healthy development of children and youth, and access 
to programs and services. While the future is always uncertain, United Way of Saskatoon and 
Area will push forward, face challenges, and with the support of stakeholders, persevere in 
building a strong, vibrant and caring community for everyone. 
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For more information, please contact:  
Erica England – Associate Director, Marketing & Communications 

eengland@unitedwaysaskatoon.ca | 306-281-2066 


