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Taking Action 

Reconcili-ACTION requires understanding and 
education: 

What happened in the Residential 
School System; 

Indigenous rights and Treaty rights; and 

The United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous people.  
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Equity 

Three paths to the future: 

1.The importance of education and educational 
success – and treaty and citizenship education in 
particular – for all children; 

2.The intersection of Indigenous rights, treaty 
rights, and human rights.   

3.Good relations and hope.  
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Hope 

Hope: 

1. People are listening to the TRC 

2. A focus on reconciliation that is 
taking place in our communities  

3. There is a focus on concrete 
action. 
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Education 

• Treaty education for all 
K-12 school system 
works. 

• A model for anti-racism 
education. 

• Now in Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba, and now 
Nova Scotia. 
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Treaty Education 

Grounded in the oral 
history of the Elders as well 
as the historical record. 

Treaty Elders of 
Saskatchewan: Our Dream is 
that Our Peoples Will One 
Day be Clearly Recognized 
As Nations  
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Treaty Education 

Miyo-wîcêhtowin – living in 
harmony and getting along 

Pimâcihowin – making a 
living 

Wîtaskêwin – living 
together on the land 

Tâpwêwin – speaking the 
truth 

Wahkotwin – good 
relations 
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Treaty Education 

Bounty and Benevolence: 
A History of Saskatchewan 
Treaties, written by Jim 
Miller, Arthur Ray, and 
Frank tough, this book 
chronicles the Crown’s 
motivations, intentions, 
and expectations about 
treaty-making.  
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Some of the key 
issues: 

• Justice 

• Health 

• Education 

• Child Welfare 

• Shelter 

• Employment 
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Statement of Treaty Issues 



Some of the key principles 
include: 

• Mutual benefit, 

• Mutual respect, 

• Honour of First Nations, 

• Honour of the Crown, and 

• The solemnity of the 
Treaties. 
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Statement of Treaty Issues 



Public education is the only means to 
achieve understanding. 

“The Constitution of Canada recognizes 
that Treaties bind this country together.” 

“We are all treaty people – every benefits 
from living and working on treaty land.”  
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Public Education 



The statement “We are all treaty 
people,” is part of the Canadian 
lexicon. 

A motto, alone, is not enough to 
generate understanding.   

Education has to provide, the basic 
details of our shared history – 
including those actions that do not 
reflect well on our country.  
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Need for Knowledge 



In 2010, the funding for Waywayseecappo 
students was made equal to the funding 
for provincial schools 

Reading levels for students in Grades 1 to 
4 have risen substantially 

Incident reports are down 65% 

Teachers are “staying” with the school 
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Successful Partnerships   



Educating all students about the need to 
understand their rights, the need to 
demonstrate respect, and about the 
responsibility to act when called upon.   

The key word is “action.”   

That is, the need to act on what we learn 
and the need to act to make a difference. 
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Education, Equity & Action 



Substantive equality will require focusing 
on the distinct needs and circumstances 
of First Nations children and families, 

Impacts of the Residential Schools system 
need to be specifically addressed. 

Canada has made commitments both 
domestically and internationally.  

Obligations to ensure that child and family 
services do not perpetuate historical 
disadvantages. 
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Canadian Human Rights Tribunal 



If we want to achieve equality, we 
may first have to look at equity. 

Equity is an important principle for 
human rights commissions and to 
the legal community. 

You may have to treat some people 
differently to treaty people equally.   
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Education, Equity & Action 



Elder James Ironeagle: 

“It is important that young people understand 
the culture. Education is necessary today. When 
you have the two you are strong because you are 
retaining your culture, your spirituality, and the 
language.  

Without the language, we cannot do the 
ceremonies. We cannot use the pipe in English. You 
see today, you look out today. You see everything 
that is out there. You live in a spiritual world.  

As elders, our role is to teach, but we are still 
learning. So education goes on and on.”  
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Closing the Gap 



The First Nations Child and Family Caring 
Society case recognizes that there are 
implementation problems that need to 
be resolved.   

As the same time, it recognizes that this 
is no time to ponder the problems.   

Action is required. 
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The Tribunal’s Decision 



That decision is clear:  

cease discriminatory funding practices 
and reform its funding programs; 

cease applying a narrow definition of 
Jordan’s Principle and to take immediate 
measures to implement the full meaning 
and scope of Jordan’s principle; and  

refocus the policy of programs to respect 
human rights principles and sound social 
work practice.  
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The Tribunal’s Decision 



Human rights, Indigenous rights and 
Treaty rights are indivisible, 
interconnected, interrelated, and 
interdependent.   

A society demonstrates respect for 
the rights of all people by promoting 
equality, equity, and diversity. 
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Human Rights, Indigenous Rights & Treaty Rights 



1. The UN Declaration is an important minimum 
standard of the human rights of Indigenous 
peoples. 

2. The UN Declaration is used in the interpretation 
of laws and policies by courts, tribunals and in 
other legal developments. 

3. It consists of many norms that are already 
contained in treaties, conventions and 
covenants. 

4. The UN Declaration is seen by many as a call to 
action to establish, with Indigenous peoples, a 
human rights record that we can be proud of.   
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UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 



50. In keeping with the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, we call upon the 
federal government, in collaboration with Aboriginal 
organizations, to fund the establishment of Indigenous 
law institutes for the development, use, and 
understanding of Indigenous laws and access to justice 
in accordance with the unique cultures of Aboriginal 
peoples in Canada. 

51. We call upon the Government of Canada, as an 
obligation of its fiduciary responsibility, to develop a 
policy of transparency by publishing legal opinions it 
develops and upon which it acts or intends to act, in 
regard to the scope and extent of Aboriginal and 
Treaty rights. 
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TRC’s Calls to Action 



52. We call upon the Government of Canada, 
provincial and territorial governments, and the 
courts to adopt the following legal principles: 

i. [to accept] Aboriginal title claims are 
accepted once the Aboriginal claimant has 
established occupation over a particular 
territory at a particular point in time. 

ii. Once Aboriginal title has been established, 
the burden of proving any limitation on any 
rights arising from the existence of that title 
shifts to the party asserting such a limitation. 
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TRC’s Calls to Action 



Since time immemorial, First Nations had a 
comprehensive body of laws which they 
relied upon to maintain peace and order 
which guided their governmental activities 
and ensured their survival and security. 

During the treaty negotiations, [the First 
Nations] did not relinquish their authority 
or responsibility to govern their people in 
the area of justice. 

26c 

Principles on Justice 



Legal and constitutional matters related to the 
jurisdiction of the Crown over justices and the 
written text of the treaties aside, the federal 
government has affirmed its support for a 
justice system that is more responsive to the 
needs of First Nations. 

Within the context of the treaty relationship, 
the federal government is prepared to look at 
the modern day opportunities for meeting the 
goals and expectations of Treaty First Nations 
in the area of justice. 
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Principles on Justice 



What does it mean to be a citizen? 

The new “Three R’s”:  
Rights, Responsibilities, and Respect.  

Students are taught that different 
cultures, experiences, and beliefs could all 
lead to a difference of opinion.   

Treaty education and Indigenous 
knowledge is an expectation of these 
resources.  
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Citizenship Education 



The TRC asked us all to work together to 
build a healthy society.   

We are being asked to create equity. 

Teaching Treaties in the Classroom, and the 
citizenship education resources 
demonstrate a demand for Indigenous 
knowledge and for understanding.   

We are all required us to know our rights, 
we are all required to respect the rights of 
others, and we are all required to act 
responsibly to each other. 

29 

Hope for the Future 



Understanding 

Empathy 

Respect 

Harmony / 
Reconciliation 

Knowledge 

Education 
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Hope for the Future 



saskatchewanhumanrights.ca 



Blueprints for the Future 

Treaty 

Implementation: 

Fulfilling the 

Covenant 

 

The Evolving 

Canadian Crown 
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